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THE  
NEW 

POWER 
GRADS

SOME OF THEIR JOURNEYS 
MAY NOT SPAN EVEN A 
DECADE BUT THEY HAVE 
ARRIVED IN TERMS OF 
HAVING A SHARE OF VOICE, 
A MUCH-COVETED PLACE IN 
THE HEARTS OF MILLIONS 
AND A TRAJECTORY FILLED 
WITH INDIVIDUALISM AND 
VISION. HELLO! PRESENTS 
THE NEW POWERPACK 
ACROSS VARIED INDUSTRIES

ADITYA 
THACKERAY 
Who: Politician, Minister of 
Tourism and Environment in the 
Maharashtra government
Education: He finished 
schooling at the Bombay Scottish 
before pursuing LLB from KC 
College, Mumbai
Disruptive Conquests: Aditya, 
who had been batting for all-night 
eateries and other establishments 
in the city since 2013, approved 
the much-applauded Mumbai 
24x7 Plan, last month. His big 
win in the recently-concluded 
Maharashtra elections is the stuff 
of history as he became the first 
Thackeray to contest elections.
Milestone Moves: While he 
had always been in the news for 
supporting various projects related 
to the upliftment of Mumbai, 
Aditya became a youth icon 
when he took a stand against 
the Mumbai Metro project that 
threatened to wipe numerous 
trees in Aarey Colony. Apart 
from politics Aditya also takes 
a keen interest in writing – he 
wrote his first book, My Thoughts 
in Black and White in 2007. He 
also turned lyricist when he wrote 
songs for an album titled Ummeed. 
View on Leadership:  
Thackeray has his grandfather’s 
streak, they say. He uses his gift of 
the gab to mobilise his followers. 
He was an instant hit when he 
tweeted, “The vigour with which 
the @MumbaiMetro3 is slyly and 
swiftly cutting down an ecosystem 
in Aarey is shameful and 
disgusting. How about posting 
these officials in PoK, giving them 
charge to destroy terror camps 
rather than trees?”
Looking ahead: This uber-
sophisticated minister has been 
winning votes and admirers in 
equal measure. From talking 
about air-pollution to working on 
implementing a single-use plastic 
ban, Thackeray has surely caught 
on to the pulse of the youth with 
his future-ready ideas.

ALIA BHATT
 
Who: Actress
Education: Completed her  
school education from Jamnabai 
Narsee School 
Disruptive Ideas: Alia has not 
only aced her Bollywood journey 
with path-breaking roles in movies 
such as Dear Zindagi and Raazi, 
but is also as good a singer as 
she’s an actor. She also runs a 
label of apparel and bag and 
leads an ecological initiative titled 
Co-Exist.
Milestone Moves: Alia 
has made it to the Forbes ‘30 
Under 30 List’ and is currently 
Bollywood’s highest-paid actress.
View on Leadership: When 
the nation-wide CAA protests 
broke-out, Alia was one of the 
first one amongst the Bollywood 
biggies to speak out. She shared 
a picture of the preamble to the 
Constitution with the message, 
“Learn from students.” We sure 
admire her subtle social activism 
when it comes to leadership and 
showing people the way. 
Looking ahead: Alia, known 
for choosing her roles carefully, 
will next be seen in Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali’s Gangubai Kathiawadi 
where she plays a mafia queen.



Hello! Power list

HELLO! FEBRUARY 202072

ROOSHAD SHROFF
 
Who: Architect and product designer 
Education: Graduate from Harvard University’s  
Graduate School of Design and has a Bachelor’s 
degree from Cornell University
Disruptive Ideas: While his Hermès window 
displays are much-awaited every season, two months 
ago, when the design maverick launched The Gyaan 
Project, it made news and how! From the Ambanis to 
the Kapoors, everyone came in to put their best bids on 
a collection of marble plates. Rooshad translated the 
designs of 12 creative minds – from Christian Louboutin 
to Bijoy Jain – on to inlay marble plates hand-crafted in 
Agra in a celebration of Indian craftsmanship. Not only 
did the project raise money to fund the construction of 
a girls’ education centre in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, it also 
engaged in contemporising traditional Indian crafts and 
offered employment to a team of craftsmen, for over a 
year-and-a-half. 
Milestone Moves: Awarded the Edward Palmer York 
Memorial Prize for Outstanding performance in Design 
as well as the Michael Rapuano Memorial Distinction in 
Design Award. India’s oldest and most reputed gallery, 
Pundoles represented Shroff’s colourful, playful and 
innovative furniture by hosting a solo show for him, only 
five years into his career. 
View on Leadership: “Leadership should embody 
certain fundamental values like integrity, moral 
compass, responsibility as well as exude confidence 
and influence. For me, it would be more of the values 
one embodies.” 

Looking Ahead: The girls’ education centre 
in Jaisalmer is scheduled to open on 21 

March. He’s completing work on  
Sonam Kapoor Ahuja’s home in 

Delhi and Isha Ambani’s 
office in Mumbai.


