{Abova) The Pikel collection of clethes and dishes displayed at Clove; (below) Kinni
Kamiat, Samyukta Mair, Rooshad Shroff and Saaksha Parakh at the store launch

L uxe for locals

A luxurious collaboration shows off abstract
floral offerings in fashion and homeware

Lcked away inone of the by-

lanes that branch out from

Colaba Canseway, Clove

wives g sense of warmth and
exclustvite The effeet the stove
tries o achieve is one of daily hea-
ry - not only aspiratonal, but
somewhat achlevable, says owner
Sarnyukta Nade On February 24,
the shog was packed with eager
customers as it launched a collabo-
ration between between fashion de-
slgners Saaksha & Kinnd and de
signer Rooshad Shroff.

Called 'Pivel’, the collection fea-
tures a new line of clothes and
dishes is named. Both Shredl's
plates and Saakeha & Kinni's
clothes are inapived by the idea of
abetract forals,

“We thought that car gimilar ap-
proach to Borals would be a perfect
synergy” aavs Raaksha Parakh.
“We nse 1kat and abstraet fovals
and he alsn added linear patterns,”

The resalt s a riot of colours
that manage to complement sach
other on the silk cotton and organ
zausad by the designer duo for the
Spring-Summer collection, “1 think
silk-cotton is one of the most ameae-
ing Tndian fabrics,” says Parekh,
“It's lightweight, flowy, has an
amazing fall and appears quite for
mal as well, Organs is also perfect

for the weather™

While the clashing colours blend
It each ather in the clothes,
Shroft's plates use black and white
marble mlay n geometrle patterns,
along with semi-preciouns stones
dark reddish-brown of oy, deep
blues af lapds lazuli and the swid-
Ing greens of malachite “Kach of
the plates are pixelated flowers that
are distorted. These disiortions
help break the rigid peometry and
adding Auidity" the desigrer elabo
rates.

The line - Shroff's thivd colles-
ton of plates for which he sonreed
the expertise of marble inlay work
ors neat-the Taj Mahal in Agra
happens tn be his moat intricate
collaboration the artisans tHl daie.
“The difference is not so much in
technigue as in the scabe and intri-
cacy of the pieces,” explaing Shrof,
who is kmowm for his avant-gorde
furniture, light fixtures and plates,

The art form of marble inlay
dates hack generations in Agra
(somye artisans claiming to trace
their craft all the way back to the
budlding of the Taj Mahal itself),
However, when more confemporary
patterns come into the pleture, fm-
perfections tend to creep in Mak-
Ing them werk with mose geomet
rit, contemporary designs was ini-

tially prohlematic because they
are more used to their fradi-
tiomal motifs,"” explains

Shroff. But this is exactly
what pushed him o expand
his horizons.
Will we be seeing a re-
peat of the dishes
again? “TIpto Clowe"”
# shrugs Shooft, signing
off with a charming
simile,

Tf the guickly selling
ot selection at the store
launch is an indication,
these one-of akind de-
sigms are worth an encore,
= Dyuli Bassu



