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ajiv Saini recasts an aging Londeon home inte ene with a dassy
cont empeorary elegance. Rejigging the floer plan, he reiments
the interiors with a blend of natural light, bespoke pieces of
furniture and a muted colour palate that toget her breathe new
life intothe residence.

Rajiv's revrorked spatial plan infuses a sense of
inter-connectedness opening upwolumes to int eraction

and dislogue. His dewver ranipulations allow for an added
sense of space, while his uker sense of aesthetics aeates a
sophisticated chrellingthat is sure to be atopic of conwersation
for many in MNetting Hill.

Rakeshh Jeswaani revels in exploring traditional aaft, though
interpreted in a conternporary idiom - a sprawling home in
Indore designed by him isroctedin this ideclogy. Here Rakeshh
experirnent swith *tekri® mirror work from Udaipur, wooden
pieces from Bali, stone carvings, mother of pearl inlays and
other handiaaft - expertly managing to stit ch together these
varied influences into a urified narr ative. Hiswork aimst o meld
tradition weith modernity, while also shewcasng his penchant for
aeativity and alove for painst aking cust omisation.

Rooshad Shrefftoo is a strong propenent of personalised
aeations. An unthinkable timeline of six weeks and atarget

to infuse sorme real charader int o a residential “show flat, had
Rooshad pulling out all the stops. Histearn worked with t eak
virood (their mat erial of choice), custom designing and hand
rnaking almeost all the interier elernents using skilled craft sman
frorm across India. The end result is a deceptively simple setting,
a sublime interior with thoughtfully created element s that invite
you totake a coser look aswell asmarvel at the genius of its
talent ed designer.

Anish Bajaj, Editer
anishi@rmarvelinfomedia. com
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This 3BHK flat at Oberoi Exquisite
in Mumbai has been designed by
Rooshad Shroffand team as an
eleqant expanse peppered with
customised handcrafted

furniture and innovative 30-
textured surfaces.

The alrmost-regalendent calm of this

3BHK showr flat belies the frerzied rush
that informed its desgn and exeaition.
“Logistical nightrmare® aret he words

that Mumbai-based designer Rooshad
Shroff repeat s while desaibing the 45-day
whirlwind of adivity that preceded the
realisation efthis 1200 sq ft of the sublime
at Ohberoi Exguisite, Goregacn.

Werking on athreadbare brief proviced

by the dient, Oberoi Realty, Shroff and his
tearmn dedded to infuse the projed with a
disting character, in spite of the camped
deadline and the Diveali tirming. *The showr
flat wras an opportunity for usto have a
resicdential interior where every aspect of
the apartment could be austom designed
and manufactured by the office udng local
aaftstnen from around India,* states Shroff

Text By Shruti Narmbiar
Phot ographs Courtesy The Designer
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The most eye-catching ofthese design
aspeds inthe flat are the 3-dimensional
text ures. This starts with the main door,
whosewood en surface is a delightful
sanies of small squares that have
imploded at the centre with their edges
opening up and jutting out slighthy

in the middle. This pattern repeats
itselft hroughout the flat, setting up an
interesting visual reference point for the
wigwwers of the showr flat.

It also serves as a aeathve spurt of whirmsy
in the mostly sedate segrments ofthe house
Look for the gold-bordered 3Dt extured
wrall made of marble that at the same time
complements and brealks-away fromthe
etherealwhite and dimdslue tenes ofthe
living rootn.

This effect comes together beautifully

in the master bedroom, where the bed
headboard and thewardrobe doors are
clad in similar patterns realised in grey-ish
leather. Some of the eye catchers in this
room incude the overhead lamps, that
resemble luminescen tcrumpled paper
balls. Or the bedside-table ins tallation
that is a larger tharn-life sligh thy well-fed
replica of the classic Edison’s bulb.

Anather distinguishing aesthetic quality of
the rooms isthe play of light and shadow,
a factor that wras deliberately allowed

to ailtivate by the team as a cause and
complement to the variedt extures. Adding
tothe sublirme aura of the interiors are the
glass and polished surfaces, induding the
stone flooring and the brass hangings.
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The French windows, sheathed in slender
curtains or blinds, letin an acreage of
sunlight. which then proceeds to light up
all the smooth and textured surfaces.

The furniture pieces are extensions of Shroff
ahd his team’s personal commitrment
toresearching on handiaafts. This has
result ed in interesting wooden dining

chairs with semi-circular and wawy bads.

LI- Home Redioyw March 2015

But the strongest evidence of innowvation

i5 in the living roorm. Solid Burma teak
wood is the preferred choice of material
here and it has been trans formed into
unconventional, angular chairs with

flat seats and arns thatstand outlike
pincers. The centre table is not even a
table butrather a collection of smaller
flat topped stands, whid look more like
an artinstallation than a drab utilitarian
piece. These are well contrasted by hand-
embroidered cushions. Even the duvetsin
the bedrooms have been sredfically oafted
to creat e themes in the rooms.

This flat at the Okeroi Exguiste may seem
deceptively simple on the surface, bat it is
actually composed of carefully thought -out
design elements. The visual hurmility of the
space probakbly works to its advantage, as
unlike putting up an in-the-face show for
the visitors, it invites allt o explore and infer
the varicus design elemert s for themsehlves

El rooshadi@rooshadshroff com
e roosh ackhroff com
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