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 TRENDS, PEOPLE, NEWS AND OPINIONS

in design

Serendipity drove Rumy to return to India in the early ’70s, 
or the Mumbai-based architect and interior designer would 
have been in the US Army. Over the years, the starchitect 
has attained an enviable career trajectory. Marking their 
own territories with the same tenacity are his sons, Kayzad 
and Rooshad, who run separate eponymous practices 
and, today, have impressive repertoires. They remember 
spending summers at their dad’s studio, where he would 
allocate house plans to the brothers to trace, for him 
to evaluate with a magnifying glass later. While the trio 
maintains their personal rapport as a family, di� erences 
do arise when they collaborate—but their customary 
Wednesday lunches play a worthy peacemaker, they reveal.  

RUMY: “The grid is my signature—I’m always guided 
by pragmatics but superseded by systems.”
KAYZAD: “I take cues from the site, construction and 
detailing, which paves the path for a particular aesthetic 
to emerge.”
ROOSHAD: “All my e� orts are focussed on refi ned 
craftsmanship and bespoke fi nishes, with the same 
conceptual rigour.”

L I F E

It’s all relative
You don’t choose your 

family, but you can pick your 
professional partners. NUPUR 
SARVAIYA meets eight design 
titans and their offspring who 
are merging work and home

RUMY, KAYZAD AND 
ROOSHAD SHROFF
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 discover

1. ‘Pavé’ (W6437-01) wallpaper by 
Osborne & Little, `22,731 per roll, 
at F&F. 2. ‘Esferra’ pendant lamp, 
`3,625, Hatsu.in. 3. Black and white 
marble tray, `22,000, Rooshad Shro� . 
4. ‘Slash’ standing mirror from the 
Coexist collection, `4,80,000, Slash 
Objects. 5. ‘Jiji’ armchair by Piero 
Lissoni, price on request, Lema.
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For details, see Stockists

‘009’ woven black leather mat (above), Embroidery Aura 
Design Studio. ‘Mutation’ (ermine) fabric, Sarita Handa. 
Clockwise from top: ‘Pepa’ metal bowl by Lluís Clotet, Alessi. 
Poker suitcase trunk with 250 poker chips, Trunks Company. 
Glass by LSA (red), Trésorie. Oval amethyst ring (amongst 
chips), Gem Palace. ‘Vide Poche Moongold’ tray, Hermès. Silver 
charm with leather strap (on tray), Ravissant. White porcelain 
dish from the White Elements collection, Royal Copenhagen.  

On her: 22-carat gold ring with moonstones, 22-carat gold 
bracelet with moonstones and sapphires, Gem Palace. On him: 
‘Luminor Due 3 Days Acciaio–42mm’ watch, Panerai. Cardigan 
in natural glove lambskin, Hermès.

‘ArchiDeck’ cards designed by Rooshad Shro� .

Production Assistant: Shreya Basu.
Production: Temple Road Productions.
Models: Vinati Kokal, Talib Chitalwala.
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Rooshad shroff
A r c h i t e c t  a n d  d e s i g n e r
‘A r c h i D e c k ’
Architect and designer Rooshad Shro�  celebrates handmade 
techniques and traditional manufacturing skills through his 
eponymous multidisciplinary practice. In his ‘ArchiDeck’, Shro�  
shows a previously unseen sense of humour, paying homage to 
stalwarts of architecture and design, with cards featuring 
signature motifs of Le Corbusier, Zaha Hadid, Rem Koolhaas, 
Peter Marino and Karim Rashid. For example, the Le Corbusier-
inspired cards feature his pipe (ace of spades) and glasses (2 of 
hearts), and his Open Hand monument in Chandigarh (5 of 
diamonds); Zaha Hadid is represented as the queen of spades. 
The card faces are embroidered in cut-felt appliqué, and the 
chevron backs in leather. The joker? Karim Rashid, of course. 
rooshadshro� .com

 discover

SAFOMASI
G r a p h i c  d e s i g n e r s
‘A n i m a l  K i n g d o m ’
Its name a portmanteau of Sarah Fotheringham and Maninder 
Singh, the brand’s founders, Safomasi is a New Delhi-based 
furnishing and accessories label known for its playful aesthetic. 
When making their creations, the designers focus on detail, 
decoration and colour—an ethic that is obvious from their 
‘Animal Kingdom’ deck of cards. Inspired by their own travel-
themed collections—Tiger Safari, Kawaii and Pushkar 
collections—they reinterpreted the animal motifs to create a 
range of colourful cards. From a langur in the trees to a tiger 
hidden in the foliage, the cards are a tribute to the country’s 
fauna. “Illustration and storytelling is at the heart of our work 
so we approached the project from that point of view,” says 
Fotheringham. safomasi.com P

H
O

TO
S

: S
E

B
A

ST
IA

N
 Z

A
C

H
A

R
IA

H
 (

R
O

O
S

H
A

D
 S

H
R

O
F

F
),

 N
E

V
IL

LE
 S

U
K

H
IA

 (
SA

R
A

H
 F

O
T

H
E

R
IN

G
H

A
M

 &
 M

A
N

IN
D

E
R

 S
IN

G
H

)


