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Mumbai-based architect Rooshad
Shroff was invited to work on the
French footwear designer’s Bangkok
store, too. The Harvard graduate talks
about these projects and how he added
an Indian touch to both projects
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Mumbai architect’s
French connection
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EVEN before he got back from
Harvard, architect Rooshad
Shroff had already bagged a big
project in collaboration with
none other than French design-
er Christian Louboutin, who
was so impressed with the
Mumbai boy’s design sense that
he invited him to design not one
but two of his stores.

“In 2011, when I was study-
ing at Harvard, a friend learnt
that the Christian Louboutin
team was looking for a designer
for their store in Mumbai. She
recommended me and I came
on board as the local architect,”
recalls the 34-year-old Shroff,
adding that his job was to exe-
cute the project completely.

Tiling success

“I was working on furniture a lot
at the time, and wanted to
experiment. That was when 1
decided to get an embroidered
wooden tile wall fixed in the
store in Mumbai. It has been
created by a technique patented
by me where the concave and
convex patterns are formed on
the wood as wood craft. There
are nearly 700 patterns on each

tile,” he shares.

After the completion of the
first store, Shroff, who received
his undergraduate degree
in Architecture at Cornell
University, and followed it up
with a Masters in Architecture
at the Graduate School
of Design at Harvard University,
got on board for the
French footwear designer’s
Bangkok store.

“This project had a lot of
handmade, well-crafted ele-
ments. While there are Thai and
French influences, Indian
aspects are thrown in between
as well with mirror tikri work,
hand-cut marble tiles for the
facade, etc,” says the architeet,
who has also used Thailand’s
Yantra tattoos on leather for one
of the walls.

Apart from this, Shroff has

Mumbai desperately needs a design gallery just like those in New York and
London, where fine furniture can be showcased. While things are changing,
the city can still do with more focus on design. — Rooshad Shroff, architect
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invested his energies in creating
avant-garde furniture designs
like chairs without screws and
bolts, and tables craved out of
single marble slabs.

“I like using a lot of wood,
marble, embroidery and the art
of carpentry for my work. I feel
it is our moral responsibility to
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store; (below)
these chairs
have been
created
without the
help of any
screws or bolts

Shroff has used several Indian motifs in Christian Louboutin's Bangkok store as well. PICS COURTESY/ROOSHAD SHROFF
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promote our crafts and tech-
niques,” believes Shroff, while
admitting that it wasn’t easy to
get his karigars to craft such
chairs and tables since it
involved moving them out of
their comfort zones to create
contemporary work, all of which
needed a lot of patience.
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India Trust Awards

Artists, art practitioners and heritage
conservators — hearken! The prestigious
Charles Wallace India Trust is inviting
applications for the year 2015-16. Short-
term to full-term scholarships are available
in various subjects, including visual and
performing arts, art management,
curatorship, museum studies as well as
architectural and material conservation in
the UK.

DEADLINE November 15
EMAIL cwit@in.britishcouncil.org
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In the life of a volunteer

: L X
7 pm Alliance Francaise, in partnership
with Café Zoé, will be presenting the work
of photographer Jérémie Lusseau, who was
an international solidarity volunteer with
France Volontaires for almost two years.
He has captured unique moments in the
daily lives of the volunteers that will be
showcased in 20 countries, worldwide.
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TILL August 20
AT Café Zoé, NM Joshi Marg, Lower Parel.
CALL 24902065

What'’s on
designer Archana
Kochhar’s playlist?
1 Tum Hi Ho: Arijit

Singh
: 2 Rabta: Hamsika
and Arijit Singh
3 Wild Child: Enya
4 Galliyan: Ankit
Tiwari

5 Mantra
Hyms:
Essence
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